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developing, organising, and delivering a range of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM) activities and events
inspiring, informing and enthusing young people to have an interest in STEM
raising awareness of the application and relevance of STEM subjects
publicising STEM opportunities
working in partnership with schools, FE colleges, HE establishments, Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths Enrichment & Engagement (STEM E&E) providers,
industry, business, government both local and national.

TechFest aims to promote Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) to
pupils and the wider community throughout Scotland.

We fulfil this aim by:

TechFest vision, mission and values all reflect its commitment and understanding, borne from
knowledge and experience, of what is required to be successful designing developing and
delivering schools engagement projects.

TechFest has an enviable record of engagement with schools in the North-East and
throughout Scotland. This is reflected in our level of activity, reputation and knowledge of the
education community in each of the 32 Local Authority areas.

TechFest is an innovative charity which consistently provides quality STEM events and with
over 20 years’ experience in promoting STEM subjects this enables us to identify effective
activities and measure impact.
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In February 2022 we were approached by Aberdeen City Council to take part in their Easter
of Play scheme which offers bookable activity sessions throughout the school Easter
holidays.

The aim of Sociable Science is to engage all ages in science activities that are done in
conversation utilising teamwork, creativity and most of all fun while learning. Each activity
would be designed to be repeated at home with our audiences being encouraged to share
what they have learnt with others. TechFest developed the programme of events called
Sociable Science specifically following the feedback received from families and in
discussion with Eleanor Sheppard.

We took the Programme out to 5 locations across Aberdeen City, these were chosen by the
City Council as being in areas which would most benefit from the play scheme.
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Everyone who attended enjoyed the sessions. We were able to promote on our social media
the day before or on the day, which helped especially when we had to alter the timings
slightly due to the weather. Unfortunately, the weather wasn’t as good as we had hoped for
at this time of year and this may have impacted the attendee numbers as it was very cold
and windy. We managed to get out to the parks everyday even if we cut short the times
slightly, the only day we had to drastically alter the times was Wednesday when we went to
Victoria Park as it was too wet in the morning so we went for the afternoon only.

EASTER OF PLAY WITH ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL



We aimed to create a diverse and interesting programme of activities which could be
replicated at home, these also linked to the CREST Award Scheme run by the British
Science Association and attendees were given information on how to complete and apply
for one of the awards. As it was Spring Time, with better weather coming and Covid
restrictions lifting, we decided on a Smiles theme for some of the activities. These were very
well received with children enjoying making smiley face masks, cress seed smiles and
wildflower seed balls. We also took the activities from last summer with us again to give a
wide range of options for attendees to enjoy.

 

The activities
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Feedback
Although we didn’t ask for formal feedback from participants, everyone who attended
enjoyed the sessions and delighted in getting hands-on with our smile activities.

 

Promotion
We promoted the events on social media each day and had some coverage in the press.
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